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Economic and Social Research Council and the Scottish Government

Public Policy Seminar
‘Rural community empowerment in the 21st century:
building a ‘can do’ culture’

 
Thursday 25 March 2010
A seminar designed to explore fresh social science and practical insights into rural community empowerment, and to engage a wide range of stakeholders in considering how the evidence can be applied in ‘real life’ situations.
09:30
Registration, Refreshments and Networking

10:00
Welcome and Introduction – The Role of Evidence in Better Policy Making
Chair - Dr Rebekah Widdowfield 

Head of Rural and Environment Analytical Services, Rural and Environment Research and Analysis Directorate, Scottish Government
10.10
Rural Community Empowerment – The Policy Perspective


Bruce Beveridge

Head of Rural Communities Division, Rural Directorate, Scottish Government

	10:20           Rural community empowerment in the 21st century: 

                     building a ‘can do’ culture


Presentations from the three academic contributors will address the four key seminar questions:

· How do we encourage people to have confidence, value and take pride in doing things for themselves?  This relates to both involvement in public and community activities and development of social and commercial enterprise

· What behaviours are required to help us move from inter-community tensions around single issues to a greater sense of cohesion in rural communities, with a shared sense of needs and priorities?

· How can Scotland’s rural communities best negotiate a balance between maintaining culture and traditions and valuing the fresh ideas and  perspectives of a range of incomers?

· Rural communities need to be able to adapt effectively to socio-economic and environmental change.  How do we encourage rural communities to identify and harness the opportunities these changes often create, with a view to achieving sustainable futures?  

	Academic Speakers


Professor Michael Woods

Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Aberystwyth

Professor Stephen Reicher

The School of Psychology, University of St Andrews

Dr Martin Phillips

Department of Geography, University of Leicester

11:20

Coffee Break
11:40

Response to the Academic Speakers
John Ferguson

Director of Development and Programmes

Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations


11:50

Question and Answer Session

12:30

Lunch and Networking

	Celebrating Success; Future Directions; Evidence Needs




13:30

Messages from Empowered Communities

An informal opportunity for participants to present short posters containing three key messages about what they have achieved, how they did it and how they dealt with any challenges they faced 
14:00

Group Discussion
Participants will be invited to engage in small, facilitated discussion groups to address questions posed by the academic contributors, the  event organisers and the Chair.  This session is designed to be as interactive as possible, with feedback and open discussion.

15:10
Tea and coffee will be available as participants return to the Auditorium

	Feedback, Discussion and Wrap Up


15:20

Brief Feedback from Groups and Further Discussion

15:45

Summary from Chair and Presenters
16:00

Close and Networking

